





Lo\x 




sville, Thursday, April 1, 1976 



15,000 

Charlottesville’s 

Oldest 

Newspaper 



Number 117 




assassmation probe 



By Jim Grossberg 

WASHINGTON - After 
hearing a presentation of 'newly 
discovered evidence on the 
assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy, the House Rules 
Committee deferred action 
:'esterday on a resolution to reopen 
ihe Warren Cbmmission in- 
vestigation. 

The Rules Committee had voted 
earlier this month to deny Rep. 
Thomas N. Downing’s (D-Va.) 
request for a hearing on his 
resolution calling for establish- 
ment of a House select committee 
to investigate the Kennedy death. 

Other congressmen and con- 
sntuents apparently joined 
Downing, however, in pressuring 
the panel into granting yesterday’s 
hearing to Downing. 

Joining Downing before the 
Rules Committee was Rep. Henry 
B. Gonzalez (D-Texas), sponsor of 
a resolution calling for establish- 
ment of a select committee to 
investigate the assassinations of 
President Kennedy, his brother 
Robert' F. Kennedy, Martin Luther 
King and the shooting of Alabama 
Governor George C. Wallace. 

The Rules Committee moved 
yesterday to defer consideration of 
both Downing’s and Gonzalez’s 
resolutions to an undetermined 
future date, followed a 7-7 defeat 
of a substitute motion, offered by 
Rep. John B. Anderson (R- 
llHnois). to postpone con- 
sideration of the resolutions “until 
such time asthe committee has had 
the benefit of the report of the 
Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence.” 

Anderson and committee 



chairman Ray J. Madden (O- 
Indiana) said the Rules panel 
should not consider action on 
either resolution until a Senate 
Intelligence Subcommittee, 
chaired by Sen. Richard S. Sch- 
weiker (R-Pennsylvania), in- 
vestigating possible intelligence 
agency links to the Kennedy 
assassination, issues a report. 

In an approximately 30-minute 
pi csentation before the Rules 
Committee, Downing quoted a 
recently released CIA document 
which says that alleged Kennedy 
assassin Lee Harvey Oswald met 
with an agent of the Soviet KGB 

Liquid Affairs Department, 
whose responsibilities include 
assassination and sabotage/” less 
than two months before the 
assassination. 

The Warren Commission 
reported Oswald met with Soviet 
Consul and KGB agent Valeriy 
Kostikov on September 28, 1963 in 
Mexico City. However, the 
commission failed to mention 
Kostikov’s connection with the 
Russian assassination and 
sabotage squad. Downing said. 

‘T find the whole thing highly 
suspicious and incredible,” 
Downing said, adding “here we 
have the man (Oswald) who is 
supposed to be the assassin of 
President Kennedy visiting a 
Soviet official whose respon- 



/ 

sibilities, according to the CIA, 
include assassination.”- 

“I would like to know why 
this is not mentioned in the 
commission report,” he said. 

Downing also presented por- 
tions of texts of two CIA 
documents which apparently 
contradict the Warren Com- 
mission’s finding that Oswald shot 
Kennedy with a 6.5 milimeter 
Italian Manlicher/Carcano 
carbine. 

The two documents apparently 
report Oswald did not shoot 
Kennedy with a 

Manlicher/Carcano rifle. 

'*The rifle used was a Mauser.’” 
said one CIA report dated 
November 25, 1963, three days 
after the assassination. 

According to Downing, a 
second report, dated Noveihber 
28, 1 963, states “the description of 
a ‘Manlicher Carcano’ rifle in the 
Italian and foreign press is in 
error.” 

“Since the Warren Com- 
mission’s case against Oswald as 
the lone assassin is built almost 
exclusively on his ownership of the 
6.5 Manlicher Carcano, the 
identification of the murder 
weapon as 7.65 Mauser tends to 
discredit the entire case,” 
Downing asserted. 

Downing told the Rules 
Committee he and Gonzalez, who 



also spoke before the panel, have 
agreed on a possible compromise 
resolution to create a House select 
committee “to study cir- 
cumstances surrounding the death 
of John F. Kennedy and other 
figures as the committee may deem 
necessary/' 

Nevertheless, a number of panel 
members argued any resolution 
would accomplish little, irritate 
old wounds and create more doubt 
concerning the validity of the 
Warren Commission report. 

Rep. B.F. Sisk (D-Califomia), 
who sponsored the successful 
motion to defer action on the 
assassination measures, said he is 
totally opposed*' to any rein- 
vestigation of the Kennedy 
assassination, vowing to “do 
anything I can to kill it (Downing's 
resolution)" using “any ethical 
means" at his disposal. 

“I just think we ought to put 
some of this stuff behind us," Sisk 
said, adding “I'm tired of hearing 
this country hasn't done the best it 
could." 

Sisk defended the Warren 
Commission, arguing “I think 
they (the commission) did the best 
job they could under the cir- 
cumstances." 

Downing's claim that a rein- 
vestigation of the Kennedy 
assassination would answer 



questions concerning the disputed 
identity of the assassin and a 
possible conspiracy behind his 
shooting “is pure speculation,” 
according to Rep. Spark M' 
Matsunaga (D-Hawaii). 

“If a special committee were 
created and you came up with a 
different conclusion (from the 
Warren Commission), what would 
the American people believe?" 
asked Rep. James H. Quillen (R- 
Tennessee). 

“I'm afraid it would bring 
about more discontent in the 
nation than clarification" of the 
commission's findings, another 
Rules Committee member said. 

Madden, who earlier had ex- 
pressed opposition to the Downing 
resolution, appeared to soften his 
stand on the measure yesterday, 
supporting the more limited 
Anderson deferment; motion over 
the Sikes motion which was finally 
approved by the Rules Committee. 

Madden hinted he might 
support the measure if the Senate 
Intelligence Committee produces 
information running counter to 
the Warren Commission's fin- 
dings. 

Speaking for Downing's and 
Gonzalez's resolutions, Rep. 
Delbert L. Latta (R-Ohio) argued 
the committee “might be accused 
of some sort of cover-up" if it fails 
to approve the measures. 




